
OBAMA VOWS TO MOVE FORWARD WITH IMMIGRATION REFORM  By Christopher Kerosky 
 
In November, President Obama stated on national television that he will move forward with an 
Executive Order that will bring major changes to America's immigration system, likely including some 
sort of legal status for part of our undocumented population.  

President promises again to offer help for the undocumented 

In spite of the election defeats suffered by his political party, Obama affirmed his prior promises to use 
executive action to enact changes before the end of the year, since the Republicans have blocked his 
efforts to pass immigration reform. 

"I prefer and still prefer to see it done through Congress, but every day that I wait we're misallocating 
resources," said Obama. "We're deporting people that shouldn't be deported. We're not deporting folks 
that are dangerous and need to be deported." 

Obama had said earlier this year that he planned to use executive action to change the immigration 
system. After pressure from Democratic Senatorial candidates running for re-election in heavily 
Republican states, he postponed that action until after the elections.  Ironically, all of those Democrats 
lost their Senate elections anyway and many Democratic members of the House of Representatives 
suffered defeats, probably in part because of the lack of action on immigration.   

What Obama may do 

The President’s recent comments suggest that he is considering taking some action to halt or suspend 
deportations such as some sort of temporary status for those subject to removal. 

One possibility is the significant expansion of the so-called DREAM Act program, officially known as 
“Deferred Action for Childhood Applicants” or DACA.  The President is considering offering DACA 
eligibility to anyone here with children born in the U.S. or with children who already have DACA status 
who do not have significant criminal records. This would mean an estimated five million persons here 
without status could obtain a work permit and a social security number.  They could even get the right 
to travel out of the country, if they can show an urgent reason to do so.   

It would expand by 10 times the number of persons helped by the initial DACA program first enacted in 
2012. 

Another step he is considering is a recalculation of the number of green cards permitted by law each 
year.  This could substantially increase the number of green cards per year for immigrants in family and 
work categories.   The effect would be that persons waiting here or in Mexico for many years on 
petitions filed by parents, siblings and others would see their waiting periods cut significantly.   

Be Careful of False Promises by Notarios, Consultants and Lawyers 

These and other proposed changes are very promising for undocumented persons in the community.  
However, no action has been taken yet by Obama and immigrants should be very wary of any notarios, 
consultants or immigration lawyers who attempt to offer them any help applying for an amnesty that, as 
yet, has not been approved.   

It is always a good idea for anyone consulting with a professional representing themselves as a lawyer to 
insist on seeing their license issued by the State Bar Association of California.  Every year, thousands are 
victimized by immigration fraud by notarios and others pretending to be lawyers and offering bad advice 
or false promises of a green card in order to take their money.  Be careful! 


